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s this year has unfolded, my pride in our district 

increases when I witness all the massive changes in our 

programs that each squadron is implementing.  This 

year, we have made huge strides in getting our on the 

water program together and operating.  There are still some rough 

ends to polish, but the direction is set and we just need to complete 

the actions.  We recently completed the first electronic meeting and 

electronic vote of our Council.  The process proved that we could 

do the job successfully and yet still meet all of our legal 

requirements.  Our Educational Conference at Deception Pass gave 

everybody a chance to recertify as an instructor and offered helpful 

subjects on education for everybody.  The Fall District 

Council/Conference was a very successful event hosted by 

Bellevue Power Squadron.  Thanks to Cdr Vern Redecker and his 

great team of volunteers who did a wonderful job of making sure 

all ran smoothly and for hosting a well planned event.  We also had 

the AO/XO training for 17 squadron officers.  We plan on giving 

this training at district to members who missed it over the last year.  

Lastly, we have put into play a massive change in our marketing 

efforts here in the district.  We are completely redesigning the boat 

show booth, and have a theme to promote our on the water 

activities for visitors to the booth.  After all, what do we offer to 

prospective new members if not an education program that helps 

them become better boaters by learning skills on the water? 

  At the coming Spring conference we have invited the 

Washington division of the USCG Auxiliary to attend.  This is, to 

my recollection, the first time that the Auxiliary has been truly 

brought into our organization in a true spirit of cooperation.    Our 

incoming officerôs meeting this spring promises to be a valuable 

opportunity for all incoming squadron officers to meeting with 

their district and squadron counterparts  

As this year is passing so quickly, the bridge and I are in the midst 

of preparing for the spring council hosted by Skagit Bay on 

Saturday, 11 February, the incoming commanders meeting 

scheduled for Saturday, 25 February and finally, the BIG event ï 

Friday Harborôs preparations for the installation of your next 

District Commander, Travis Smith, SN which will take place on 

Saturday, 31 March at Ocean Shores.   

So with the passing of this watch, I would like to say ñThank Youò 

to each and every one of you ï from squadron members to the 

members who attended district meetings or rendezvous to those of 

you reading this article ï not only for your support, friendship and 

guidance, but also for giving me your support this year!  I have 

learned a lot and enjoyed meeting and working with so many of 

you over the year.  It has been and is an incredible experience. Ƽ 

 

A 

District 
Commander 
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riday Harbor Power Squadron is pleased to host 

the District 16 Spring Conference and invites all 

district members and their guests to attend. The 

conference will be held at the Shilo Inn Suites 

Hotel in Ocean Shores, Washington, on March 30-31, 

2012.  Ocean Shores is one of Washingtonôs favorite 

vacation and convention destinations. It is situated on a 

6,000 acre peninsula at the mouth of Grayôs Harbor, the 

only deep water port on the Pacific Coast, north of San 

Francisco. Ocean Shores includes six miles of sandy 

beaches, with 23 miles of interconnecting lakes, canals, 

and miles of scenic bayside, offering several activities to 

enjoy before and after the conference. All Shilo Inn suites  

face the beach with private balconies and an open, non-

obstructed view of the ocean.  Each suite has a sitting room 

with ñfireplace,ò wet bar, refrigerator, and either double 

queen or single king size beds.  Handicap and handicap 

accessible rooms are available.  The hotel is dog friendly 

with rooms located on the ground floor. Recreational 

amenities include an indoor pool, spa tub, sauna, steam 

room, and fitness facility. Parking is free. Please make your 

reservations directly with the hotel by March 14, 2012, to 

take advantage of the USPS-District 16 group contract rate 

of $99.00 (plus tax) per night. We have reserved 50 ocean 

view suites for the conference which are expected to go 

quickly. The Friday evening reception to meet the chief 

commanderôs representative and buffet will be held in the 

main ballroom.  A registration table will be available from 

1500-1800 in the lobby, outside the ballroom. Registration 

will also be available at the same location Saturday 

morning from 0800-1000 with the conference starting at 

0915 in the ballroom. In order to move the conference 

along and stay on schedule, we will have the majority of 

the officersô reports available in writing for the members to 

read. In the past, this has reduced the time for the business 

meeting and allowed more time to explore other issues of 

interest to the members. Time will be made available for 

attendees to ask questions about the reports.   

Since a district goal is for its members to ñhave fun,ò we 

have added some variety to the conference by  

 

adding a bit of Mardi Gras flair to the Friday evening 

reception with a classic Cajun Jambalaya Buffet. You may 

need to brush up on your Mardi Gras knowledge since 

there will be a fun trivia quiz for those interested. For our 

Saturday evening dinner, Mardi Gras festive attire or 

costume is optional and more than welcome.  Continuing 

the districtôs trend to dress casual, Saturday evening dress 

for the district bridge are blazers and no ties (Marti Gras 

beads optional). You will be provided with complimentary 

masks and beads.  An opportunity for aòphoto opsò (with 

or without masks and beads will be available by District 

Photographer, Steve Erickson. Live entertainment during 

the Saturday evening dinner will be presented by Ericka 

Corban, a local singer/songwriter who has been playing 

and writing music for the past decade. She has performed 

in ten different states and five countries with over 40 

recorded songs.  

Please see the following Spring Conference Registration 

Form for meal costs and specific event times. Complete the 

form and mail with your check to P/D/C Joanna Webster, 

AP before March 14, 2012, to take advantage of the 

reduced conference meal costs.  Make your check out to: 

FHPS, D16 Spring Conference.  We are looking forward 

to having a productive meeting and an enjoyable time at 

Ocean Shores. Ƽéééé,  

DRIVING DIRECTIONS 
From I-5 heading South toward Portland, at Olympia, take 

Exit 104, Ramp (Right) onto US-101 {Pacific Coast Scenic 
Byway} for 5.9 miles toward Aberdeen (US-101 N).Keep left 
onto SR-8 for 21 miles toward SR-8 W to Aberdeen.  Road 
name changes to US-12at Elma.  Continue on US-12 for 20 
miles to US-101.  Continue on US-12/US-101 through 
Aberdeen to Emerson Ave.  Turn LEFT (West) onto Emerson 
Ave. (SR-109).  Keep Straight on SR-109 for 15 miles.     Turn 
LEFT (South-West) onto SR-115 for 2 miles. Turn Left (South) 
onto Point Brown Ave. N.W. (Main Street) for 1 mile Guide 
RIGHT (West) at òround-aboutó onto E. Chance a la Mer NE 
for 0.5 mile. Arrive at the Shilo Inn Suites, 707 Ocean Shores 
Blvd NW on your Right. 

F 

 

District Executive Officer   

D/Lt/C Travis N. Smith, SN (Friday Harbor)  
 

Come to the Mardi Gras (Spring Conference) 

In Beautiful Ocean Shores 

  By Cdr Fred Bowen, AP (Friday Harbor) 
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oating Education is alive and well in District 

16. Squadron websites are a great place to see 

all the classes being offered. Soon we will have 

all, or at least most of our classes accompanied 

by on the water training. This is the direction we are 

headed. This sets us apart as the most valuable boating 

teaching organization. We have it all. The price is right 

and the education is superior. Congratulations to all the 

USPS members here and across the country for bringing 

us to this point. 

Many awards were presented to our members at the fall 

conference held in Bellevue on 22 October. At the 

teaching aids competition, a tie was declared for ñBest of 

Showò. The winning aids, submitted by Pam Kaufman 

(North Olympic ) and Andy Backus (Bellingham), will 

be entered in the national TA competition at the annual 

meeting in Jacksonville, Florida. 

OTHER AWARDS at the CONFERENCE 

 

Prince Henry  

 Awarded to  

 Bellingham  

  Squadron 
 

SEO Graham Hunter, 

         AP with  

Cdr Sandi Horne, N 
photos by Steve Erickson 

Educational Proficiency Awards 

 Allen L. Cowles   (Agate Pass) 

 Nicholas P. Ledbetter  (Bellevue) 

 Rodney D. Jacobson  (Bellevue) 

 Bruce Gardiner   (Bellevue) 

 Arlen B. Horn e   (Bellingham 

 Sandi Horne   (Bellingham) 

 Eric C. Lagergren  (Bremerton) 

 Allen W. Parks   (Deception Pass)) 

 Jim Wagner   (Deception Pass) 

 Ed J. Ferro   (Friday Harbor)  

 Michael R.iffin   (Friday Harbor)  

 

  

  

 Janet Jones    (North Olympic )  
 Robert F. Monica  (Point Wilson)  

 Richard Rutkowski  (Poverty Bay) 

 Steve Mrowiec   (Seattle) 

 David F. Wagner  (Seattle) 

Educational Achievement (Full Certificate) Awards 

 Tom Dalgliesh   (Bellingham) 

 Deborah D. OôConnor  (Bellingham) 

 Gary S. Yaruss   (North Olympic ) 

 Clifford Brown   (North Olympic ) 

 Pamela J. Kauffman  (North Olympic ) 

 Edward E. Yotter of  (Poverty Bay) 

 John Franklin McKay  (Poverty Bay) 

 

The outstanding educators submitted by their squadrons 

for the national Charles E. Chapman Teaching Award 

were Richard Edel  (Poverty Bay), Graham Hunter 

(Bellingham) and Ray Huggins, SN (Bellevue). The V/C 

Carl C. Mahnken  Memorial Trophy for Excellence in 

Teaching was presented to Ray Huggins by Ruby Ann 

Mahnken 
(Bellevue). This is a 

highly prized award 

and is gratefully 

received. We thank 

the Mahnken family 

for their generous 

gift.  Ray is the D/16 

nominee for a 

national Chapman  

Teaching award, to 

be given at the 

annual meeting 
 

We are very proud of our award winners and offer 

each of them our congratulations. As I prepare to 

move on, I wish to thank all of the people who have 

helped me perform my duties. I am especially 

grateful to ASEO Ron Jones, SN who stepped up 

every time he was asked to help. I really love being 

part of this USPS family. 

 

B 
 

District Educational Officer  
D/Lt/C Karin McLean JN (Seattle) 

  

 

Please go to page14 for the JN-N Quiz 

And page 5  additional conference photos 

Ruby Ann Mahnken, & Ray Huggins, SN 
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F A L L    C O N F E R E N C E    P H O T O S  

Photos by District Photograp her  Steve Erickson, AP  

For additional pics, please go to the Photo Gallery on the  
District Website  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CoCh Chair Inez Schwartz and                       D/C Hank Willis, SN ready to                             Youth poster winners 

Smith Bros.trophy winner                                   ring the bell to open the 

Charles Leavitt, SN (Everett)                                       conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

     Excellence in teaching candidates. From L. Ray                                50 Year members:  Receiving for Chuck Hurter, SN 

     Huggins, SN (Bellevue); P/D/C Joanna Webster,                              (Bellevue) is Cdr Vern Redecker (left) and P/D/Lt/C 

    AP for Rick Edel, JN (Poverty Bay) and SEO                                    Jim Harden, JN for William Grindstaff, JN (Olympia) 

     Graham  Hunter, AP (Bellingham) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 
Member Retention Award goes to 

Deception Pass.  Cdr Mary Williford,  

  AP accepting 

 
Les Grandes Dames of D 16 (l to r) 

Trudy Brown, Karin McLean and  

Ruby Ann Mahnken 

Bremerton Wins Recreational Boating 

Award. Karin McLean presents to  

Cdr Kevin Pisani, JN  
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SPRING CONFERENCE  

30 ï 31 March 2012 

Shiloh Inn Suites Hotel 

Ocean Shores, Washington 

Schedule of Activities  

Friday Evening 30 March 

 Dress: USPS casual or Mardi Gras attire 

1500-1800  Registration   Lobby                     
1730-1930 No host reception  Ballroom 
1830-1939 Buffet   Ballroom 
 

Saturday,  31 March 

Dress: USPS casual or appropriate attire 

No charge for attending meetings.. All squadron 
officers and interested members are encouraged to 

attend whether or not they have a vote. Non delegates 
have the privilege of the floor. 

0800-1000 Registration  Lobby 
0800-0900 Hot breakfast buffet 
  Breakfast meetings: Commanders, 
               XOs, SEOs,  
        ASEOs, 
        P/D/Cs 
0915  Conference convenes Ballroom 
  Opening formalities 
  C/Côs message 
  Commodore Peter Raiswell USCGA 
  Conference business 
1145-1300 Break for buffet lunch 
1300  Conference reconvenes 
  Award presentations 
  Election of new bridge 
1630  Conference recess 

Saturday Evening Activities and Banquet 

Dress: USPS Blazer or Mardi Gras attire 

1800-1900 No host social hour Ballroom 
1900  Dinner 
  Live entertainment 

  Award presentations 

  Change of Watch Ceremony 

2100  Spring conference adjourns 
 

 

OFFICIAL NOTICE  

 

Nominating Committee report 

2012  ð 2013 
 

In accordance with Section 2.11.1 of the District 16 Bylaws, the 
Committee on Nominations files this annual report setting forth the 
Nominees for elective office for the 2011-2012 bridge year. 
 
POSITION         NOMINEE and HOME SQUADRON 
Bridge Officers 
Commander         D/Lt/C Travis Smith, SN (Friday Harbor) 
Executive Officer         D/Lt/C John Sherrick, JN (Spokane)  
Educational Officer         Lt. Richard Edel, JN (Poverty Bay) 
Administrative Officer     D/Lt/C Rod Barnes, SN (Deception Pass) 
Secretary                        P/C James Jones, SN (North Olympic) 
Treasurer                         D/Lt/C J. Christopher Brown, SN (Bellevue) 
Asst. Educational Off.    Cdr. Kevin Pisani, JN (Bremerton) 
 
General Committees 
Nominations 
* Chair 1 yr                P/D/C Barbara Erickson, AP (Bellevue) 
* Member 1 yr                 P/C Robert Nelson, AP (Deception Pass) 
* Member 2 yrs         P/D/C Joanna Webster, AP (Poverty  Bay) 
* Member 2 yrs         P/C Tony Gobernatz, P (Everett) 
Member 3 yrs         Lt/C James West, JN (Everett) 
Member 3 yrs         D/C Hank Willis, SN (Bremerton) 
   
Audit 
* Chair 1 yr                  P/C Allen Grochowski, AP (Spokane) 
* Member 2 yrs         P/C Jim Crane, AP (Bellingham) 
Member 3 yrs         Lt/C James Harden Jr., JN (Olympia) 
 
 
Rules 
* Chair 1 yr                 P/C John Tarpley, AP (Everett) 
* Member 2 yrs         P/C Ray Thomas, JN (North Olympic) 
Member 3 yrs         P/C Elaine Matthews, P (Everett) 
 
*completing term, no need to re-elect 
 
All candidates have indicated in writing their willingness to serve, if 
elected, in the position nominated.  The candidates for District  
Educational Officer and Assistant Educational Officer have been  
approved by the National Educational Officer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Committee on Nominations: 
 
P/D/C Mark Richey, SN (Chair)  (Skagit Bay)  
P/C Inez Schwartz, JN   (Agate Pass)  
P/D/C Barbara Erickson, AP                  (Bellevue) 
P/C Robert Nelson, AP    (Deception Pass) 
P/C Tony Gobernatz, P   (Everett) 
P/D/C Joanna Webster, AP                  (Poverty Bay) 
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F e a t u r e    P r e s e n t a t i o n  

 

The USPS  

Governing  

Board  

is moreé   

      USPS Headquarters building, Raleigh, N.C. 

 

                                                    By P/D/C Barbara J. Erickson, JN 
              Photos by Barbara Erickson

éthan just a meeting. This past September I decided to skip out of the usual 

Thursday morning meetings and take advantage of the tours being offered by the 

Meeting Committee during the Greensboro Governing Board.  So I signed up for 

the tour of our USPS Headquarters hosted by the Raleigh squadron. 

 A busload of us, including Poverty Bayôs P/R/C Bob Miller, SN headed to Raleigh at 0900 on Thursday, 

15 September. We drove through the lovely countryside until we came to the building,  set back off the 

road nestled in a woodsy setting.  

In front of the building were three interesting objects. The original flag pole and bell from the former 

Montvale, New Jersey site was relocated to the Raleigh headquarters. Right behind the flag pole sits a 

High Accuracy Geodetic Control Marker given to USPS by the NOAAôs National Ocean Service in 

appreciation for our efforts with Cooperative Charting. And off to the left of headquarters was a most 

unusual family cemetery plot. It belongs to the previous owners of the building and is maintained by the 

family ï sort of a restful placeé   

As we walked into the building, we were greeted by Stephanie Ford, Administrative Assistant. I was 

struck by the ñBrick Wall.ò Back in 1990, a fund raiser was held to help pay for a much needed building 

addition and for a $1000, one could purchase a brick and dedicate it to oneself, family, squadron or 

district. As I checked out ñthe wall,ò I recognized the bricks with the names of District16 members, 

squadrons and an auxiliary near and dear to my heart ï the Bellevue Squadron Sea Belles! 

We then walked around the office spaces, where interestingly enough, I didnôt see names on the office 

doors ï just the titles of the people there. So I didnôt see the work areas of Lena Pedro, Mary Catherine 

Berube, Yvonne Hill or Tom Kemp since they were attending the Governing Board.  

        Continued on next page 
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