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Coming Events 

Nov. 18th—ABC Class begins, Boaters World, Bellevue 

Dec. 2nd—Sea Belles Holiday Gala/Dinner Dance—see details inside 

Jan. 3rd—Dinner Meeting, MBYC 

Jan. 8th—Advanced Grades and Elective Class Registration, BHS 
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Monthly Dinner Meeting ñ  01 November 2006 

ñAlaska Travels with Dvorak and Youngò 
Beef or Salmon, $16 

Reservations (or cancellations of permanent reservations) are required 

and need to be confirmed before noon Saturday prior to the dinner 

meeting. Make your reservations (or cancellations) with:  

 

 

 
 

Õ There are NO extra meals. Do not expect to dine if you have not 

made a reservation.  

Õ People with reservations who don‘t cancel by Saturday will be 

billed for their meals. Miss two reservations and loose your spot. 

Õ Get on the permanent reservation list and avoid the hassle of 

phoning each month. Tell Marge, ñPut us on the List.ò 

Õ We accept Visa and MasterCard, as well as cash and local checks. 

The check-in table closes at 1900; no late arrivals, please. 

Location & Time 

Meydenbauer Bay Yacht Club, 9927 Meydenbauer Way SE, Bellevue. 

Members and guests meet from 1800 for a social hour on the Top Deck. 

Dinner is served at 1900 and the meeting will be adjourned by 2100. 

Dress Code 

While the Bridge members often wear uniforms to the dinner meetings, 

the general membership wears appropriate mufti attire or business casual 

at the dinner meetings. For the Bridge, the uniform for November is 

Blue Blazer, Mufti Attire or Business casual.  

Program 

―Alaska Travels with Dvorak and Young‖ - Hosted by Trudy Brown 

Accompany Frank Dvorak, Frank Young, their spouses and friends on 

their 2005 Summer Cruise in the wilds of Alaska. 

The northbound course was the Inside Passage and the southbound re-

turn included the exploration of the little traveled passages on the west 

coast of SE Alaska and westside of Prince of Whales Island. 

Lt Marge Dippie, S  

425 -885 -0754, MarDip1@msn.com  
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From the Commander 

Cdr Sally N. Stuart, JN 

―Since the beginning of maritime navigation, the desire of the 

navigator has always been to answer a fundamental question:  

‗Where, exactly, is my vessel?‘‖  (Bowditch, The American 

Practical Navigator: An Epitome of Navigation).  This is still a 

fundamental question that continues to haunt mariners today.   

From the beginning of time, seafarers have been trying to figure out dependable 

means to know where they were, how to get to where they wanted to go and then 

how to get back again, safely.  They followed the coastline to keep from getting 

lost and rarely left sight of land.  Once the early navigators ventured out to the 

open seas, they depended on a variety of primitive instruments and oral traditions.  

They were attuned to the motion of the sun, stars, winds, tides, seasons and the 

habits of birds to help them find their way.   

Celestial navigation is the art and science of navigating by the sun, moon, planets 

and stars and is one of the oldest forms of navigation.  For centuries navigators 

guided their ships across the oceans using the patterns of the east and west move-

ment of the sun and the tracks of the stars.  Celestial navigation is based on obser-

vations of the celestial bodies relative to the observer with a known location.  

Navigators take sights on celestial bodies with a marine sextant to derive a line of 

position. 

 USPS revised the Junior Navigation (JN) course and is revising the Navigation 

course.  The new JN course will be available in January 2007 and Lt. Ralph Baum, 

JN has volunteered to teach it.   Students who take this course will learn traditional 

celestial navigational skills and techniques to check their electronics in the event 

their electronics fail.  

So why, many of you are probably thinking, would I want to take a course on   

celestial navigation when GPS can tell me where I am? 

This course is for you, the recreational mariner who wants to be self-reliant while 

at the same time learns about the ancient art of celestial navigation. With the 

growth in technology this past century it is easy to rely on electronic forms of 

navigation. Basic navigation skills such as dead reckoning and celestial navigation 

are still critical for anyone attempting a passage of any length.  Electronics are 

vulnerable in the marine environment and have been know to fail.  

This course is made to order for BSPS members who have their Advanced Pilot 

grade as well as those who already have their JN or N grade.  Be one of the first to 

enroll in this class and update and improve your navigational skills.  If you have 

not taken Piloting or Advanced Piloting, consider taking them soon so you will be 

ready for the next inspiring JN class.  Watch for registration details in the        

Bellviews or the BSPS website.  

Celestial navigation will not only make you a better mariner, it is a beautiful art   

in itself.     × 
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Sea Belles Soundings 

President Lucy B. Worl, S 

Delicious food was the first order of the evening for the sixteen 

Sea Belles at our first Executive Board meeting of the year.  

After our hunger pangs were assuaged, we got right down to 

business. The Gala, the Crab Feed, the Auction and procurement 

of Sea Belles logo wear were discussed. We are growing and our 

membership has risen to 150 members. This is such a competent and wonderful 

group to work with, it makes my job easy. 

The Holiday Gala on December 2 is going to be wonderful. Full information is 

found in the ad in this issue (thank you, Dorthea). Please note that reservations and 

payment must be given to Dorthea Varney by November 17, which is the week 

before Thanksgiving. Pat Dorratcague, Karl Lang, and crew are excited to make 

this an evening of great enjoyment. Do you hear the music beckoning you? 

Everything is sideling along crabbily for the Crab Feed in January. Chief Crab, 

Diane Heinrich, is accepting donations of new, like-new items and baskets for our 

ever-popular raffle. Find those crab crackers, make your reservations, and plan on 

having a hilarious evening. 

Chocolate and cookies and pies, Oh my! Even more goodies and some beautiful 

hand-made crafts were also offered at our successful Dinner Meeting Bake Sale on 

Oct. 4. Not as much as a crumb was left! Kym Terwillger and Pat Dorratcague 

happily took your money and set up a lovely table. Thanks to all of you who came, 

who donated or purchased, and who enjoyed. 

The Sea Belles General Meeting is held regularly each month at the Squadron  

Dinner Meeting. 

The next Sea Belles Executive meeting will be held on November 15, 7:00 pm at 

Gretchen and Chuck Hurter‘s home.    

Everyone is welcome!     × 

CUSTOM DESIGNED MARINE 
CANVAS & UPHOLSTERY 

360-466-3295 

L & T Canvas 
& Upholstery  
DOCK ON PREMISES 

601-C Dunlap 
La Conner  
Marina 

Remember to 

mark January 27th 

on your Calendar 

for the Sea Belles 

Crab Feed 
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USPS - University Seminars 

P/C Jean Miller, JN 

Need to get up to speed on your expensive new GPS unit before you take 

your boss out for a ride? Nervous about letting people on your boat until 

you learn how to use it without moving your lips as you read the manual? 

Fear not, fellow boaters, ―USPS University‖ is now open and teaching 

courses.  

USPS University offers one session seminars in practical, yet necessary 

boating skills. Seminars coming up are: ―Using VHF & VHF/DSC Marine 

Radio,‖ ―On-Board Weather Forecasting,‖ ―How to Use a Chart,‖ and 

―Using GPS.‖  Our squadron also offers the very popular ―Skipper Saver‖ 

class as an addition to this series. 

These seminars are for busy people who want concise and condensed infor-

mation they can begin using on their boats immediately. Classes shorten the 

learning curves on complicated subjects in a practical how-to way. 

The first seminars Bellevue will present are ―Using GPS,‖ taught by our 

own olde salte and current ranking squadron curmudgeon, Bob Miller, AP. 

Bob has written articles on marine electronics for Passage Maker magazine 

and The Ensign and has taught the same subject at Trawler Fests. He has 

been the go-see guy for many squadron members when they need help with 

understanding GPS and in his previous pre-retirement life he made hun-

dreds of presentations on electronics. 

Attendees will receive a student text, a student work book, and a large lami-

nated guide to using GPS which will be handy on boats.  

Students must sign up online, at www.bellevuepowersquadron.org so that 

we know how many books to bring. 

The next session will be held 13 December, 2006 at Boater‘s World, with 

registration starting at 1830. The class will run from 1900 to 2100. The 

address for Boater‘s World is 

Boater's World (Bellevue) 

100 108th St NE (corner of 108th St NE and Main St) 

Bellevue, WA  98004 

425-646-9350 (store phone)  

 

For more information, contact Jean Miller, at jean_miller@msn.com.     × 
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Charts 

Cruising Guides 

Galley Outfitting 

Cabin Furnishings 

 
2110 Westlake Ave N. 
Seattle  WA  98109 

   

(206) 283-0858  
(800) 875-0852 

www.ArmchairSailorSeattle.com 

ARMCHAIR SAILOR 
Outfitting Northwest Boaters 

For Over 16 Years  

Educational Department - Update 
Lt/C David J. Greene, JN 

Check the web site for Winter education offerings at: 

http://www.bellevuepowersquadron.org/Education/MemberCourseSchedule.htm 

 We are underway this fall with Seamanship, Navigation, Engine Maintenance, 

and Instructor Development. Hopefully we'll have enough signups for Piloting to 

offer this class this fall. 

Want to update your skills with GPS? Check out the new Seminar offerings at: 

http://www.bellevuepowersquadron.org/Education/BSPSEducation.htm#Joint%

20Public%20Squadron. 

 In addition, Skipper Saver is about to be offered. We need signups!!      × 

Nautical Quotes  

―If you can‘t repair it, maybe shouldn‘t be onboard‖. 

 

―Land was created to provide a place for boats to visit‖. 

 

―It‘s remarkable how quickly a good and favorable wind can sweep away 

the maddening frustrations of shore living‖. 
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Whoõs Who Updates 
Lt. Robert J. Miller, AP, Database Chair 

P lease make these updates to Whoôs Who 2006. Send changes of mailing  

address, telephone numbers, e-mail address, and boat information to  

bobmi@earthlink.net. The National database will be updated as well as the squad-

ron‘s mailing list. Remember, because of our non-profit mailing rate,  

BELLVIEWS  is not forward by the US Postal Service, so do send in your address 

changes and not miss a valuable copy. 

<< removed for privacy >>  

× 

Welcome, New Members 
Lt Mike L. Heinrich, P, Membership Chair 

T he Bellevue Sail and Power Squadron welcomes the following new 

members. Please take some time to introduce yourself to them and help get 

our new friends firmly and actively integrated into the squadron. 

 

 

<< removed for privacy >> × 
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Anchor trip linesédo they always work? 

Lt/C David Greene, JN, Educational Officer 

While our boat the Seascape was anchored 18 Aug 2006 on the south side of 

Spencer Spit (and rolling for 20 hours) in 20 feet of water, we tried to weigh 

anchor and found our capstan wouldn't lift the load. Our boat is equipped with 

an anchor chain hook which attaches to a Sampson post, and we secure the 

anchor with it after weighing anchor (it locks it into place and takes the load 

off the capstan). 

Dianne and I hooked the anchor chain hook around the chain, about 18 inches 

from the capstan just before it rounded the bowsprit pulley and both tugged 

hard while stepping on the up anchor deck switch. This way we got it to move 

albeit slowly, and with great effort, lifted the anchor to the top of the water, 

while drifting south in a 10 knot wind and south flowing current. See the 

photo.  Although the photo was re-enacted in the marina, it shows the addi-

tional effort needed to lift the load. 

When we could finally see our anchor, we could also see a commercial crab 

trap weighing about 100 lbs. attached to it. Our imitation Bruce anchor had the 

main fluke and 1 side fluke inserted into one door of the trap (guess our anchor 

was hungry). By that time we had noticed that the trap had a bundle of line 

attached, and also had an underwater floating line attached. Thus we backed 

away from the trap and moved out to deeper water while avoiding other an-

chored boats. 

I then lowered the dinghy and proceeded around to the bow and attached a trip 

line to the small trip line hole in our anchor and tied it off to a deck cleat. Di-

anne then lowered the anchor, expecting the trip line to upright the anchor and 

let the trap fall away (although we had secured the trap loosely with another 

line to another cleat). We watched the anchor tip upright, but the second fluke 

of the anchor wouldn‘t come out the door of the trap after 2 or 3 raising and 

lowerings. 

Another boater (boat name also Seascape – how‘s that for coincidence) came 

to help in his dinghy after watching us having our problems. He drove his din-

ghy under the raised anchor and crab trap and Dianne gently lowered the trap 

with anchor onto his dinghy. He removed the anchor and handed it to me as I 

was adjacent to his dinghy in mine. 

I then put the anchor overboard to hang on the chain, while he gently slid the 

commercial crab trap over the edge. Remember that I had tied it to a cleat on 

our boat, but when I saw the tie line flowing upwards in the water, I knew I 

had used the wrong type of knot to secure the trap. It was my intent to retain 

the trap, as it was it good shape, and intended to sell it back to a commercial 

fisherman. But alas, my knot gave way and I lost some future $$$ which in a 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Sailing from Seattle to Chicago 

By Ray (N) and Eileen Huggins 

We continue our story of the Hugginsô travels  

As we continue our cruise from Seattle to Chicago, we have just spent two 

months in Panama.  Panama has two coasts, the Pacific coast measuring 510 

miles the Caribbean coast measuring 350 miles as the crow flies.  On the 

Pacific side, we cruised from the Costa Rican border to Panama City in the 

Gulf of Panama, and on the Caribbean side, from Colon to the San Blas Ar-

chipelago.  Joining the two is the Panama Canal which goes from Balboa 

(Panama City) to Colon. 

The anchorages on the Pacific side are not unlike those in the San Juan or 

Gulf Islands.  They are however much bigger, and the number of boats in an 

anchorage was usually between one and five, but most important, we were 

typically anchoring in sand in 20 feet of water with enough room to put out 

as much rode as we liked.  And, it really is warm – we lived in swim suits.  

We took about 4 weeks to go from Costa Rica to Panama City and typically 

stayed 2 – 4 days in each place.   Basic foods could be bought from small 

tiendas in the villages, and the indigenous inhabitants, who came by in dug 

out canoes, traded fresh fruit and fish for items such as fish hooks, cookies, 

batteries, or school supplies.  We spent some time in the Las Perlas Islands 

and visited the base camp for the ―Survivors‖ show which was filmed on Isla 

Contadura and other smaller islands.  Some of the anchorages had lots of 

wildlife on the shore, and some mornings, we were awakened at dawn by 

troupes of howler monkeys.  We saw many species of birds, and fish.  Par-

rots were particularly common. 

After 4 weeks of peace and tranquility, we arrived at Balboa, the Pacific 

terminal of the Panama Canal where we checked into the Balboa Yacht Club 

and were assigned a mooring buoy (the club has no slips).  A lancha, on call 

24 hours per day, took us to and from shore whenever we wanted.  The 

Yacht club is located on the approach channel to the Panama Canal and there 

was a steady stream of freighters and cruise ships either going into or leaving 

the Canal.  Ships in the inbound lane were about 50 yards away.  Fortu-

nately, they were not going fast and left little wake.  The paperwork for our 

own transit was uncomplicated and we were duly measured.  For the transit, 

we had four line handlers (fellow cruisers) and an advisor who was a trainee 

pilot.  The Canal locks are similar to the large Ballard lock but 25% larger 

and there are six of them.  Small boats shared the locks with a very large 

freighter and one or more tugs.  For our transit, we were either rafted up to a 

tug or were center lock with four lines.  Our experience with the Ballard 

(Continued on page 13) 
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locks stood us in good stead, and we had an uneventful transit.  The Canal is 

truly an amazing feat of engineering, particularly the Galliard cut. 

The Caribbean terminal of the Canal is Colon, which is neither attractive nor 

safe, so after provisioning, we left for the San Blas Islands.  The anchorages 

are very different from those on the Pacific side, and more treacherous.  Navi-

gating between the cays and coral reefs was visual and you soon learn to 

judge the depth of the water by its color.  On the plus side, the water was the 

clearest we have yet seen and you could watch the anchor go down and set in 

10 feet.  The tide tidal range is less than one foot in the Caribbean.  The is-

lands are just like the pictures you see in advertisements in Cruising World 

for yacht charters.  Life is tough.     

After a week in the San Blas Islands, we left for Cartagena on the north east 

coast of Colombia arriving there 40 hours later.  Colombia is not safe for 

cruisers, but Cartagena is an exception.  It is a delightful city with a lot of 

history and well preserved fortifications and Spanish buildings.  Food in the 

restaurants is superb and cheap.  We have yet to spend more than $30 

(including tip and taxes) for dinner plus wine for two.  We would like to stay 

here longer, but must leave soon to take advantage of the seasonal window 

between the end of the hurricane season and the onset of the winter trade 

winds for moving north to Jamaica.     × 

(Continued from page 11) 

Spanish Fortifications in Panama 



14 

different article I might write, could have helped to offset other trip incurred 

costs. Oh well, lessons learned, and all was well. No one hurt, weighed anchor, 

and moved on to our next destination. In looking over our time commitment, 

we believe we had drifted in the wind and current for over an hour while trying 

to free our anchor. Good thing the bay opened up and was finally free of an-

chored boats, although we did have a spare anchor on board and could have 

deployed it if things got hairy, as the whole bay seemed to be 20 to 30 feet 

deep. 

Thus we learned that a trip line is a good thing to have and will install one. 

What we also learned is that part of the time it may not work, but the odds are 

probably with us.    × 

(Continued from page 9) 

Sea Belles Auction 

Now's the time to go through those boating item that you did not 

use this summer and get them ready for the Sea Belles  Auction 

Contact Sharon Macklin for details 
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Boating Safety   

Lt Bob Evans, P, Boating Safety Officer 

Another boating season ―has passed‖ for those who believe the season in the 

northwest exists only between July 5th (the official start of summer in Seattle) and 

Labor Day. Therefore, I had a chance to build my repertoire of bad boating prac-

tices when Jane and I spent three weeks cruising in the San Juan‘s and the Cana-

dian Gulf Islands. I am constantly amazed at the lack of common sense and basic 

boating courtesy and safety I observe. These trips always point out to me the need 

for the USPS and their educational programs. 

First, let us look at children and PFDs (Personal Flotation Device). By state law, 

any child under the age of 12 is required to wear PFD when on deck. While we 

were in La Conner, we observed a new boat docking with three children on deck 

all of whom removed their PFD, when the boat was about 50 feet from the dock. It 

really did not make any difference as they were all wearing the el cheapo variety 

given to new boat owners. The good news is that these PFD‘s float, bad news is 

that they ride up over the child‘s head and the child floats six inches under water. 

It is very difficult to breath in that situation, Good for fish bad for people. 

 Speaking of children on the dock without a PFD, Bernie Conrad pulled a child to 

safety this summer at Deer Harbor, who had fallen in. I had not even set my glass 

of wine down when Bernie swooped in and pulled her up. I was amazed at how 

fast an old guy like Bernie can move when a life is at stake. This is second rescue 

for Bernie of a child falling off a dock. Good work Bernie. 

My second pet peeve, are individuals who are not aware of their wake or who just 

do not care. I heard this great dialog on ―channel 16‖ that went something like this, 

―boat a, boat a, boat a, this is boat b, please watch your wake you are very close to 

other boats‖. SILENCE. Boat b, boat b, boat b, this is boat c. that inconsiderate 

idiot is flying a blankity blank burgee and they all think they are above us mortals. 

Thank God, the offending boat was not flying the BSPS burgee. 

Remember to watch your wake and follow the Golden Rule for all boaters;  

 ―Be a safe and considerate boater at all times‖.  

Not a bad rule to follow on land also     × 

Remember               
to set an example  

for our Children 
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MERCER 
       MARINE inc. 
     BOAT and FIBERGLASS REPAIR 

3911 Lake Washington Blvd SE, Bellevue, WA 

425-641-2090   Toll free 1-800-423-1835  Fax 425-641-8579 

www.mercermarine.com 

Full Service Marine Repair 
Shafts, struts, props, bottoms, and drive systems.  

Paint bottoms, boat detail. 

Chevron Fuel Dock Open Year Round 

We haul boats up to  
45 ft length,  

14 ft beam, 35 tons 

Six Factory Trained Technicians 

The Most Complete Service 

Shop Imaginable 

 

 717 N.E. Northlake Way 206-547-2477 

 Seattle, WA  98105 Fax: 206-547-2180 

 ̧ Ford Lehman  ̧ Crusader 

 ̧ Cummins  ̧ Hino 

 ̧ Westerbeke  ̧ Yanmar 

 ̧ Universal  ̧ Marine Power 

On Seattleôs Lake Union 
Since 1983 

We offer: 
 ̧Complete engine room service, gas or diesel engines 

 ̧Haul-out, shaft and prop repair 
 ̧Our dock or yours 

 ̧Parts Monday to Friday 8am-5pm 
 ̧Repower or rebuild 
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  NORVAN 

  Crab Feast         

  & Auction 
November 18th 2006 

Lynn Valley Recreation Centre—N. Vancouver BC 

Doors Open 1830—Cost $25.00 cdn 

Reservations:  

Marsha Cullimore  - 604-987-5601, cullimorecm @shaw.ca 

Lilian Hickman—   604-980-4472, lhickman@westmar.com 

Hotel Reservations can be made at the Lonsdale Quay Hotel under Norvan 

Power Squadron call Farah at 800-836-6111 or farah@lonsdalequayhotel.com 

 

              Mark your Calendar 

         Plan to attend and  

         Enjoy a fun evening  

         with our Sister  

         Squadron  
Contact Gus Decock for further details 425-821-5612 gusde-

Upcoming Norvan Events 

 Wine and Cheese Party February 10th 2007 

 Change of Watch May 12th 2007 
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System  
Specialists  
since 1968  

 Heating      Galley  
   Electrical        Audio  

      Refrigeration/Service  

206-281-7570   fx 206-281-7511 
boatelectric@boatelectric.com 

www.boatelectric.com 

2520 Westlake Ave. N 
Seattle, WA 98109 

LIGHTHOUSE UNIFORM 
COMPANY 

Your 
USPS Store 
...and more 

Å USCG Auxiliary 
Å Yacht Club Uniforms 

Å Accessories 

1532 - 15th Ave West 
Seattle, WA  98119 

206-282-5600 

Signals From the Editor 
Lt Don G. Decock, S  

As the new Editor of the Bellviews, I would like to thank Ted Wilder for his time 

and efforts on the Bellviews; I will have some big shoes to fill taking over for Bob 

Miller and Ted. That being said I am in desperate need of photos and articles they 

do not have to be novels, short stories work just as well. Tell me about your favor-

ite cruising destination. The San Juan and Gulf Islands are full of places that a lot 

of us have never seen or heard of. You will soon tire of hearing about the travels 

and history of the Nifty Fifty. The Nifty Fifty made an unexpected visit to Vancou-

ver‘s Coal Harbor this year, which turned out to be a good thing as it was a great 

place to spend two days Susan and I will put something together and share our 

experience. We want to maintain the quality of this magazine so I do not want to 

have to dig into the archives for material. However, it might be fun for the long 

time members to guess which year and month the article came from. As the boat-

ing season comes to end, take some time to reflect on a great summer and unbe-

lievable cruising that the Northwest provides us. We look forward to next years 

cruising and events.    
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Classified Ads 
 

FOR SALE    GARMIN GPSMAP 168 SOUNDER chartplotting receiver & 
depth-finder (with transducer and A/C,PC adaptor), NEW IN BOX!  Please 
see http://www.dealtime.com/xPO-Garmin_GPSMAP_168_Sounder for full 
description and reviews.  Asking $400.  Contact Ted Wilder at 206-354-
9453 or thewild@microsoft.com. 
 

FOR SALE   1990 17' BOSTON WHALER OUTRAGE w/ 1991 115 HP 
Mercury Outboard w/120 hours.  EZLoader trailer.  $14,500.  425-643-
9090 wk or 425-643-7788 hm 

 

BELLVIEWS  Classified Ad Policy 

Free to Bellevue Sail and Power Squadron members, ads may appear for two 

consecutive months and are restricted to non-commercial boating and boating-

related items. Ads may be edited for length. Deadline for submissions is the first 

Wednesday of the month. Ads must be delivered to the editor by mail or e-mail. 

Complete Yacht Service & Repair  

 Haul Outs Electrical 
 Outfitting Refinishing 
 Fiberglass Remodeling 

 

New and enlarged location next to the Locks 
5350 30th Ave. NW Å Seattle, WA Å 98107 

 Ph: 206-782-2391          Fx: 206-782-1687 
 info@seattleyacht.com  www.seattleyacht.com 

Yacht Service, Inc.  

 Sea Belles Christmas 

Party on December 2nd  


