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Coming Events 

18-20 May - Rendezvous Anacortes Waterfront Festival 

15-17 June - Rendezvous Salmon Bake - Brownsville, WA 

22-24 June - Passport To Fun - D/16 Rendezvous Poulsbo, WA  

13-15 July - Rendezvous Spenser Spit State Park 

03-12 Aug - Rendezvous Bellevue / Norvan cruise to Canada 

17-19 Aug - Rendezvous Steak Fry Everett, WA 
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Monthly Dinner Meeting ñ 06 June 2007 

Ice Cream Social 

Taco Salad Bar and Ice Cream Sundaes 

The cost of this special dinner is $16. 

Reservations (or cancellations of permanent reservations) are required 

before Noon Saturday prior to the dinner meeting. If you have not 

received a confirmation of your reservation, by Friday night before 

the deadline call or email to make sure you are on the list. Make 

your reservations (or cancellations) with: 

 

 

 

Õ  

Õ Get on the permanent reservation list and avoid the hassle of phon-

ing each month. Tell Lonnie, ñPut us on the List.ò 

Õ We accept Visa and MasterCard, as well as cash and local checks. 

The check-in table closes at 1900; Late arrivals please check in with 

Lonnie at the Dinner tables 

Location & Time 
Meydenbauer Bay Yacht Club, 9927 Meydenbauer Way SE, Bellevue. 

Members and guests meet from 1800 for a social hour on the Top Deck. 

Dinner is served at 1900 and the meeting will be adjourned by 2100. 

Dress Code 

While the Bridge members often wear uniforms to the dinner meetings, 

the general membership wears appropriate mufti attire or business casual 

at the dinner meetings. For the Bridge, the uniform for June is  

Casual. 

Programñ USCG 

Hosted by Trudy Brown 

Captain Stephen Metruck,  

Commander of U.S. Coast Guard, Sector Seattle. 

He is responsible for protecting Puget Sound and coastal waters from 

attack or threats. We could find out how we as boaters can assist.    × 

Lt/C Lonnie Butler  
425 -827 -3740  

dinnermeeting@bellevuepowersquadron.org  
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From the Commander 
Cdr J. Chris Brown, SN 

Wow, another BSPS/USPS year is over. We installed a new 

squadron bridge for next year, the books have been audited and 

approved, and most, if not all classes are finished for the year. 

Now is the time to try some of the new skills on the  water -- 

while on the way to our several rendezvous during the summer. 

Thatôs what we are all about after all, boating. Oh there are a 

few of us already making plans for next yearôs meetings and classes. We can    

certainly tell you that the upcoming year is going to be a (to borrow a phrase from 

my grandfather), a ñdoozie of a time.ò After all, how often do you get to celebrate 

that you are 50 years old! 

Where were you 50 years ago? Well if you were living in Bellevue and you      

happened to be in USPS, you were likely a member of the Seattle Power      

Squadron. If you were at all active and attended meetings, that meant that every 

month youôd drive across the only bridge (then called the Lake Washington Bridge 

(clever name)) and if you were taking a class youôd add a weekly trip to the city 

too (remember back then Bellevue was rather small). After awhile it gets a little 

tiring driving your Packard, Nash, or Studebaker into Seattle and youôd start    

contemplating ï ñwhy not start a squadron in Bellevue.ò Well that is exactly what 

happened back then ï soon a new   squadron was born. 

That is why today you donôt have to drive across a bridge to attend a meeting or 

take a class. That also means that Bellevue Sail and Power Squadron is             

approaching its 50th anniversary. And being BSPS we are going to celebrate in 

style. Not just a simple party, no this is going to be a year-long recognition of this 

accomplishment. Every squadron event we have during the entire year will have a 

ñ50ò year theme. Then, this celebration will all be capped-off by a gala event   

during our Change of Watch next year and an equally spectacular Salmon Bake.  

And we do have something to celebrate. Look at where we are today, our         

educational programs, our meetings, our Dinner programs, and our rendezvous ï 

in particular the Salmon Bake. Special events like the Christmas Gala and Crab 

Feed (both put on by our Sea Belles ï who are also celebrating 50 years). 

During the year there will be some surprises in store for all members ï good    

surprises I assure you. The 50-year planning committee is already working hard to 

assure that this anniversary isnôt missed by anyone. There will be something for   

everyone, young and old alike. It should be a good year ï no, ñit should be a 

GREAT year.ò 

Being 50 is good for Bellevue Sail and Power Squadron. Yes, it will be a GREAT 

year.    × 

Help Wanted Steak Fry Chairman 

17 - 19 August , Everett Marina Contact Lonnie Butler for details 

lonnie410@verizon.net or  425-827-3740 
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Sea Belles Soundings 
President Willa Conrad, P 

Thank you so much, for once again entrusting the Sea Belles to 

me. I look forward to an exciting year as we count down to ñ50ò 

and being your President. ñCountdown to 50ò will be my theme 

and the Sea Belles theme for the coming year. Just think! 50 

years of wonderful friendships and some great accomplishments.  

I would like to focus on a different past event at each dinner meeting, so if you 

have a favorite memory let us know. It will be fun planning and remembering as 

we count down.  1958 to 2008 WOW!! 

I look forward to working with the bridge members and committee chairs. We 

have some fun events planned. The bake sale in the fall is always a big hit. The 

Holiday Gala is already being planned and you certainly wonôt want to miss this, it 

gets better each year. The Crab Feed is also being worked on and no one wants to 

be left out of this. Call the committee chair and offer your help, They will love it.  

Mimi Chin has graciously said she would chair the monthly Table Set-up        

Committee. Please let her know that you will help.  We set up at 5pm before the 

meeting. Lots of hands makes for fast work, so give her a call. 

If you know of a Squadron member who is not a Sea Belle encourage them to join 

us. Our dues are still $8.00 and we love having new members join in our fun. 

I would like to thank everyone who helped with the cleanup at the Change Of 

Watch. I realize we werenôt supposed to do this, at this meeting, but two of 

Nancyôs helpers didnôt show up and the two that were there, left at 10pm. Nancy 

would have been there most of the night with out our help. I talked to her Friday 

morning and she was most appreciative.  So thanks again for stepping in and   

helping out.   

Come and join the Sea Belles at their monthly Meeting. The meetings will be held 

at Dortha and Carl Langôs home. The meetings will start at 7pm. Dates to be    

announced. Please join us and help plan the ñCountdown to 50ò.    × 

 

Charts 

Cruising Guides 

Galley Outfitting 

Cabin Furnishings 

 
2110 Westlake Ave N. 
Seattle  WA  98109 

   

(206) 283-0858  
(800) 875-0852 

www.ArmchairSailorSeattle.com 

ARMCHAIR SAILOR 
Outfitting Northwest Boaters 

For Over 16 Years  
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Educational Officer 
Lt/C David Greene, JN 

EDUCATION SUMMIT MEETING  

13 June 2007 1900- 2100 !! 

Kirkland Fire Station #22 

6602 108th Ave NE  Kirkland, WA  

Come and participate in 2007-2008 Education planning !! Bring your ideas and 

suggestions !! 

We have several knotty issues for next yearôs Educational department to face and 

solve. Many of you are seasoned instructors, Past Commanders, Bridge members, 

etc. We can use your guidance and direction. We need help on: 

Schedule for next Fall, Winter and Spring 

Rental space issues 

Instructor Certification 

Number of classes of each subject to teach 

Class locations 

Instructors, proctors, and replacement 

Seminar content/venues 

Advanced/Elective classes for non-members 

(ExCom decision not to allow members into 

BSPS without taking Public Boating) 

Lt/C Dewey Lybecker accepting the BSPS Rookie of the Year award 

Photo Courtesy of Willa Conrad 
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EDUCATIONAL  
HONOR ROLL  

Our squadron members continue to achieve higher educa-
tional levels.  

Our congratulations go to these successful students:  

Weather 

Jerry Baker Tom Brophy Joanna Mazza 

Gary Merritt Sally Stuart Mike Woodbury 

Piloting 

Steve Doughty Harry Johnson Denny Kinch 

Nick Ledbetter Larry Molosky   

Advanced Piloting 

 Jerry Baker 

Marine Electronics 

Dana Barnes Dan Kellogg Bruce Laing 

Jim Veres 

 

Lt James and Lt Jennifer Hamilton accepting the USPS Website Excellence Award 

Photo Courtesy of Willa Conrad 
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Whoõs Who Updates 
Lt. Robert J. Miller, AP, Database Chair 

P lease make these updates to your printed copy of Whoôs Who 2006. send 

changes of mailing address, telephone numbers, email address, and boat   

information to bobmi@earthlink.net. The National database will be updated as 

well as the squadronôs mailing list. Remember, because of our non-profit         

mailing rate, BELLVIEWS  is not forward by the US Postal Service, so do send in 

your address changes and not miss a valuable copy. 

 

<removed for privacy> 

× 

2007 Change of Watch Ceremonies  
Photos Courtesy of Willa Conrad 
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USPS / IOBG Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 

USPS Chief Commander Ernie Marshburn, SN (left) and Staff Commodore BJ 

Ursin, JN (P/C Bellevue Sail and Power Squadron) are shown signing a joint          

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the International Order of the 

Blue Gavel and USPS on 24 February, 2007 in Jacksonville Florida during the 

Annual USPS Governing Board Meeting. BJ Ursin is a 38 year member of the 

IOBG and attended the USPS Annual Meeting representing the IOBG. 

The International Order Of The Blue Gavel (IOBG) has a membership of four 

thousand past commodores who are members of yacht club chapters organized 

into twenty-nine districts in the United States, Canada, and more than ten other 

countries. An important part of the IOBG mission involves youth marine and sail 

instruction, and safety-at-sea training.  

The MOU is intended to play a significant role in promoting the availability and 

benefits of the USPS boating safety education courses to yacht club members. At 

the respective national organization levels, USPS and IOBG have appointed     

Liaison Officers charged with responding to inquiries from IOBG chapters and 

USPS squadrons interested in participating in joint activities including advice and 

guidance concerning educational materials and basic boating courses available 

through local squadrons, and of benefits of cooperative programs between the  

organizations.    × 
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Bellevue Sail & Power Squadron  

Annual Salmon Bake 

15-17 June 2007 

Brownsville Marina 
Participate in our famous Salmon Bake! New membersðyou will be 

fussed over and introduced to everyone, so please come and weôll also 

give you a job! This rendezvous is especially fun for kids with the 

beach to entertain them for hours. Hereôs the tentative schedule of 

events: 

Friday, June 15  
 Whenever Arrivals start. Everyone helps set-up 

 (Beer keg setup on dock by 1300). 

1730 Wine and Cheese Reception at dock gazebo  catered 

 by Brownsville Deli. 

Saturday, June16  
0800-0930 Pancake Breakfast (eggs, cereal, fruit juice etc, 

 cooked by the new Bridge). (First person up pours 

 the water for the coffee!) 

 Kids games and Poster Contest as determined by 

whoôs there. 

1000-1500 The Education Dept may have something for us dur-

ing this time slot. Should be good! Or you just go do 

whatever you want. 

1330-1730 Get fire started, prepare and cook salmon, table 

  setup. (Learn how) 

1730  Planked Salmon Bake and Potluck Dinner, upper 

  gazebo. (volunteers welcomed!) 

Sunday, June 17  
0730-0930 Morning coffee, (First person up pours the water!) 

 pastries from the Deli, etc. 

Whenever Departure, or head to the South Sound and come 

 back to Poulsbo next weekend. 
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Potluck to Accompany Salmon 

Bring your favorite desert to share, large enough for 6-8 persons. your 

specialty or Costco. Side dishes and salads will be provided by the 

Brownsville Deli this year, so you wonôt have to prepare hot things or 

multiple ingredients (but you can if you want!) on your boat.  

Reservations 

S i g n u p  b y  e- m a i l i n g  D e w e y  L y b e c k e r                                                 

dlybecker@olympicassociates.com , or by phoning at 206-772-5577, or 

better yet, use the new online registration form found on the 

ñRendezvousò link of our website! We need arrival date, boat or car, and 

the number of people attending. Reservations and prepayments would be 

appreciated by June 11th. (11224 81st Ave S, Seattle WA 98178)    

Walk-ins or float-ins wonôt be turned away, but we will collect your 

money! 

Costs and Moorage 

New this year! $30 per adult for Friday and Saturday; $20 per adult for 

Saturday only. Kids under 12 free. You donôt have to reserve space 

through the marina, but need to do so through the rendezvous host, 

Dewey Lybecker. Contact BSPS Warfinger on Channel 78A, low power, 

for directions to moorage spaces. Marina information at 

www.portofbrownsville.org. Feel free to come on Thursday if your time 

allows!    × 
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Bellevue-Norvan Joint Rendezvous 

 3 thru12 August 2007  
Mike Heinrich, P ñ Bellevue Cruise Host 

Lt Guy Cooperð Norvan Cruise Host 

Maple Bay Marina, Vancouver Island, BC 

Back to exciting Maple Bay!! This very informal rendezvous with our sister 

squadron, Norvan (North Vancouver) has grown each year and is so great that 

folks from other Washington and Canadian squadrons usually join us.  

Maple Bay Marina is a popular stop for boaters in the Gulf Islands (use Chart 

3478 or 3442). Maple Bay is on the east side of Vancouver Island, just to the west 

of Saltspring Island, and is easily reached after clearing Canadian Customs at Port 

Sidney then slipping north past Swartz Bay through Satellite Channel and up   

Sansum Narrows. Nearby Bedwell Harbour is also a customs entry port. 

The marina has well-kept grounds and complete boating services. The Shipyard 

Family Restaurant and Pub provides excellent dining at reasonable prices. There 

is a marine chandlery on-site as well as a well stocked gift shop and The         

Marketða deli and latte stand with some groceries and a high-speed internet  

connection.  

We usually have 10-12 boats from Bellevue and typically a smaller number from 

Norvan. This rendezvous is a great way to start your vacation cruise, have a mid 

trip stop, or a wonderful wrap up to a week in the Gulf Islands. And, should you 

chooseé you can get here by car. Call me if you are interested in this mode of 

travel and Iôll work with you to get ferry times and schedules and motel            

arrangements. 

Schedule of Events 

Friday, 3 August 

0800 ð 2000: Boats and people start to arrive.  

1700 ð to ?:  Dock party. Plan to share a snack and BYOB. Weôll find a 

place to set up and just visit. Dinner is on your ownélink up with others 

and go to the pub or whatever. 

Saturday, 4 August 

 0800 ð 2000: The rest of the fleet arrives. 

 0800 ð 1700: You are on your own to explore the area, go to Duncan, 

fish the Sansum Narrows, or just relax and read a Tom Clancy novel. 

Why do you think we call this an informal rendezvous? J.  

1140 ð 1330:  Join us for a dinghy ride to lunch at a nearby pub. 

1700 ð 1830:  Another dock partyéjoin the group or have a few new 

friends over to your boat to share a cocktail. 

(Continued on page 13) 
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1830 ð to ??:  Join the group for dinner in the pavilion. This is a      

potluck and youôll need to bring a dish that will serve 8-10, plus you own 

plates and tableware. The theme this is ñCaught in the Oceansò so plan 

something that will surprise us all and have fun with its preparation and      

sharing your favorite. We provide a surprise dessert and entertainment. 

Sunday, 5 August 

 Another relaxing day in the sun. Plan an outing with friends, fish, go to 

Duncan for lunch at one of their better restaurants and return to join the 

group in time for evening cocktails. 

 Field tripðwe are working on a tour of interest. Time and cost will be 

determined at the rendezvous.  

      1830 ð to ???:  Another get together in the pavilion. This time bring       

whatever youôd like to barbeque and a side dish and weôll have a picnic. 

Again weôll provide the desserts and the charcoal. 

Monday, 7 August 

 This is a BC holiday so many of our Norvan friends will be heading 

home and it is the last day of this event. We will try to arrange for coffee 

and donuts at the pavilion. 

Reservations 

Slip reservations are required. Make your moorage reservations early by con-

tacting  Mike Heinrich  at mikelheinrich@aol.com or 425-885-1127. Info about 

Maple Bay Marina can be found on their web site, www.maplebaymarina.com. It 

has good locator maps and details about the services available at the marina. 

We have been requested to make reservations through Mike by 1 July if possible. 

Please provide Mike with your overall boat length, name of boat, beam, power 

requirements and specific nights for your stay. By registering in a group the     

marina offers a discount on our total bill. No pre-payment is  needed. 

Sign-ups 

BSPS members must sign up with Mike Heinrich, mikelheinrich@aol.com or by 

phone at 425-885-1127. Norvan members sign-up with their cruise-master, Guy 

Cooper, 604-983-2058, cruisemaster-2@norvan-cps.org.Weôll help with what-

ever you may need. If this is the first trip for you this far north (or west), we can 

make arrangements for you to travel with someone who is familiar with the area. 

Costs 

You are responsible for your moorage and electricity fees. The rendezvous hosts 

will collect about $CDN 7.00 per person, depending on what we can locate for 

desserts and what other miscellaneous out-of pocket-expenses apply.  

(Continued from page 12) 

(Continued on page 21) 
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Auction Chairman 
Lt. Sharon Macklin 
Editors Note: Last months Auction notice was incorrect here is the correct version 

apologies to all involved 

BSPS Auction  
Well we did it. The Auction was a great success. Frank Dvorak did a super job in 

helping us obtain our financial success along with our active bidders. I cannot  

express how good it is to see this happen after months of planning, calling, picking 

things up and all of the other miscellaneous tasks that are performed prior to    

auction night 

 

Auction Contributors  
I would ask all of you to give a special thanks to the companies listed below as 

without their continued support we would not have items to bid on. So next time 

you are in their establishment(s) say Hi and thanks from the Bellevue Sail and 

Power Squadron.  

Anthonyôs Restaurants, Various Locations 

Argosy Cruises, Seattle 

Armchair Sailor, 2110 Westlake Ave N., Seattle 

Backstreet Frame & Art, 345 - 106th Ave NE, Bellevue 

Ben Bridge Jewelers, Various Locations 

Bevan Jewelers, 10047 Main Street, #102, Bellevue 

Boat Electric, 2520 Westlake N., Seattle 

Boaterôs World Marine Center, 100 - 108th Ave NE, Bellevue 

Cadman Gravel, Various Locations 

Captainôs Nautical Supplies, Inc., 2500 - 15th Ave W, Seattle 

Cuttysark, 320 - 1st Ave S, Seattle 

Deer Harbor Marina, Orcas Island 

Donôs Group Attire, 5216 - 1st Ave S, Seattle 

Dunatoôs Marine Services, Inc., 2309 N Northlake Way, Seattle 

Dunatoôs Second Wave, 3601 Greenwood N, Seattle 

Fisheries Supply, 1900 N Northlake Way, Seattle 

Harbor Marine, 1402 W Marine View Drive, Everett 

Hectorôs Restaurant, 112 Lake Street S, Kirkland 

Jeffôs Windows, 19716 - 100th Street. E, Bonney Lake 

Maggianoôs Little Italy Restaurant, Lincoln Square, Bellevue 

Marine Sanitation, 1900 N Northlake Way, Seattle 

Mercer Marine, 3911 Lake Washington Blvd SE, Bellevue 

Obadiah Salon, 10500 NE 8th Street, Suite 214, Bellevue 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Ocean Alexander, 1115 N Northlake Way, Seattle 

Pacific Dance Center, 924 Bellevue Way, Suite 200, Bellevue 

Port of Brownsville, Brownsville  

Port of Everett, Everett 

Port Of Friday Harbor, Friday Harbor, San Juan Island 

QFC, Newcastle 

Rosario Resort, Orcas Island 

Safeway Newcastle 

Sailing Heritage Society, 860 Terry Ave N, Seattle 

Seastar Restaurant, & Raw Bar, 205 - 108th Ave NE, Bellevue 

Seaview Boatyard, Various Locations, Seattle 

Sport Restaurant & Bar, 140 - 4th Ave N, Seattle 

Sur La Table, Various Locations 

The Keg Steakhouse & Bar Restaurant, Various Locations 

Trader Joeôs, 15400 NE 20th Street, Bellevue 

Vacation International, 1417 116th Ave NE, Bellevue 

Vyve Salon & Boutique, 1160 - 106th Ave NE, Bellevue 

West Marine, 13211 Northup Way, Bellevue and Various Locations 

Whole Foods, 888 - 116th Ave NE, Bellevue 

Wings Aloft, 8467 Perimeter Road, S, Seattle 

Woodmark Hotel, 1200 Carillion Point, Kirkland 

Yarrow Bay Beach Café, 1270 Carillion Point, Kirkland 

Manufactures and/or Representatives 

BBH & Associates,  

Fricke & Associates,  

Maschmedt & Associates,  

Mequiarôs,  

Weems & Plath 

 

Let me give a special thanks to a few of the key people the night of the Auction, 

Carl Lang, Jr for his wonderful program which he inputted all of the items along 

with prices to assist at check out. Karen Rubin who worked along with Carl and 

Allen Cole who took the money. Diane Heinrich who helped as a spotter, 

wrapped packages and assisted with the check out upstairs. Susan Decock who 

assisted as a spotter, and as always Gus Decock who collected, stored and 

brought the items from the members. I could go but I would have to bring out the 

Whoôs Who to list all of the rest of you who contributed time in soliciting     

contributorôs, storing items, picking up, setup and tear down and all of the other 

tasks which make this event work. Once again a great team effort resulted in 

another successful year.    × 

(Continued from page 14) 
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MERCER 
       MARINE inc. 
     BOAT and FIBERGLASS REPAIR 

3911 Lake Washington Blvd SE, Bellevue, WA 

425-641-2090   Toll free 1-800-423-1835  Fax 425-641-8579 

www.mercermarine.com 

Full Service Marine Repair 
Shafts, struts, props, bottoms, and drive systems.  

Paint bottoms, boat detail. 

Chevron Fuel Dock Open Year Round 

We haul boats up to  
45 ft length,  

14 ft beam, 35 tons 

Six Factory Trained Technicians 

The Most Complete Service 

Shop Imaginable 

 

 717 N.E. Northlake Way 206-547-2477 

 Seattle, WA  98105 Fax: 206-547-2180 

 ̧ Ford Lehman  ̧ Crusader 

 ̧ Cummins  ̧ Hino 

 ̧ Westerbeke  ̧ Yanmar 

 ̧ Universal  ̧ Marine Power 

On Seattleôs Lake Union 
Since 1983 

We offer: 
 ̧Complete engine room service, gas or diesel engines 

 ̧Haul-out, shaft and prop repair 
 ̧Our dock or yours 

 ̧Parts Monday to Friday 8am-5pm 
 ̧Repower or rebuild 
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LIGHTHOUSE UNIFORM 
COMPANY 

Your 
USPS Store 
...and more 

Å USCG Auxiliary 
Å Yacht Club Uniforms 

Å Accessories 

1532 - 15th Ave West 
Seattle, WA  98119 

206-282-5600 

CUSTOM DESIGNED MARINE 
CANVAS & UPHOLSTERY 

360-466-3295 

L & T Canvas 
& Upholstery  
DOCK ON PREMISES 

601-C Dunlap 
La Conner  
Marina 

Time to Update Your Roster Information 

The 2007 issue of Whoôs Who, the squadron roster, will be published in             

September. We want to have the latest and greatest of your contact information, 

particularly your e-mail address. Please check the printed roster you received this 

time last year and verify that your contact information is correct for the following 

items: mailing address, home phone number, work phone number (if desired), 

email address, boat name, length, brand, and type (power or sail). At this time, 

about one third of our e-mail addresses are incorrect because many people have 

changed ISPs and have forgotten to update their e-mail address in the roster. The 

squadron is using e-mail to send out occasional special notices and many members 

are not receiving them. Please send your corrections to bobmi@earthlink.net. 

If you canôt find last yearôs roster or joined after June 2006, you also can check 

your information by viewing the more up-to-date secured online roster maintained 

on a USPS server by going to http://www.bellevuepowersquadron.org/

MemberInfo/BSPSMemberInfo.htm and clicking on BSPS Online Member Roster. 

You will need to enter your USPS membership number to get access. You can 

make updates here and they will be emailed to me.    × 

Many thanks for your help. 

Lt Robert J. Miller, AP 

Publications Chair 

September BSPS Dinner Meeting 
12 September 2007  

1800 Social Hour 1900 Dinner 

Note special date as to not conflict with a National Meeting 
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MARINE WEATHER FORECAST STUDY ACROSS D16 
P/L/C Robert Jacobson, AP 

How many of you have complained about the accuracy of weather forecasts? I 

would bet that almost every boater has been out on the water when an           

unexpected weather event has occurred. The National Weather Service (NWS) 

spends a lot of effort in toward improving its forecasts. Every forecast issued is 

compared with existing observations. In this way the NWS hopes to identify 

trends so that forecast models or forecaster biases can be highlighted and     

corrective action taken. Unfortunately, there are marine areas in which no or 

few observations are available. That is one of the reasons why the NWS is   

attempting to provide ways for knowledgeable mariners, such as member of the 

U.S. Power Squadrons, to send observations directly to the forecasters. 

Every year, the NWS office in Seattle and the Puget Sound Chapter of the 

American Meteorological Society, co sponsor a two day conference. In such 

conferences, scientists from throughout this region present papers on various 

aspects of weather. Verification scores (how good or how bad forecasts were) 

are usually a topic of at least one of these papers. The scores, especially in the 

first 12 hours, show that the NWS forecasts are usually quite good. The      

feedback I hear from boaters is that often these forecasts are way off. 

There are many possible reasons for this.  People often will remember the one 

bad instance and forget the several excellent forecasts. The forecasts cover a 

relatively large area. However, within that large area there can be great        

differences. I would like to do a study using the USPS people as a source of 

information. USPS people in District 16 do a lot of boating. Before you go out, 

you should somehow get a weather forecast ï especially wind and wave      

forecasts. I would like you to keep track of this throughout this boating year.      

Essentially, I need you to record 1) what wind speeds and wave heights are 

expected, 2) what was the source of that forecast, 3) at what time did you get 

that forecast, 4) for what area was the forecast, 5) what time were you out on 

the water, 6) what wind and wave conditions did you experience, and 7) give a 

1 to 5 classification of the ñgoodnessò of the forecast. 

The NWS is not the only source of weather information. NOAA weather radio 

and the U.S. Coast Guard are two of the main outlets for NWS forecasts.   

However, commercial radio and television also issue forecasts that may or may 

not agree with those developed by the NWS. Also, there may be large          

differences from the North Sound to the South Sound or from the morning to 

the afternoon. Finally, forecasts do change as later information is received.  

That is why I need the background data. 

I would like you to do this through the end of September. At that time, either 

mail or email your forms to me. Hopefully, I will receive hundreds of reports. I 

will collate the results and compare them with the NWS verification scores for 

comparable days, times, and areas. 

(Continued on page 23) 
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We spend the week exploring the Gulf Islands on our own or with friends with 

plenty of anchorages as well as marinas, for rest stops. 

Rendezvous at Otter Bay  10-12 August 

Friday,  10 August, we meet up again for a dock party with our host, our 

 neighbors from Vancouver Island , South District. 

Saturday, 11 August, kayak rentals are a big attraction as well as hiking the back

 lands. Games play a big part in the afternoon schedule. There is         

 definitely fun for most everyone here. Saturday evening there is a steak 

 dinner (Steak furnished)  with members bringing a salad and or desert. 

Sunday, 12 August, many depart for home or continue there vacation. 

Costs at Otter Bay will be around $USD15.00 plus moorage and power. 

For Bellevue people, Reservations with D/C Shirley Hamilton by 

July 29 (s.hamilton@shaw.ca ) or (250-658-6366) are a must to in-

sure accommodations.    × 

(Continued from page 13) 

Spencer Spit State Park 
This unique State Park is located at the NE end of Lopez Island. 

This is quite different from our normal ports of call. We are right 

on the beach, cooking meals over the fire, actual crabbing and 

clamming in season. Marshmallow and weenie roasting along 

with popcorn over the fire. You will have help anchoring, rafting 

or tying to a State buoy if available, with a dinghy ride to shore 

if needed. One can drive to this event via Washington State 

Ferry. A great place for folks of all ages. 

Contact Mike Heinrich at mikelheinrich@aol.com, or              

425-885-1127. 

Pacific Yachting Magazine  

Has a couple of interesting articles on óBoats, Booze and the Lawò the link is 

http://www.pacificyachting.com/index.php?ption=com_content&task=view&id= 

198&ltemid=32. The second article is ñProposed Sewage Regs to Become Lawò 

the link is http://www.pacificyachting.com/index.php?ption=com_content&task= 

view&id=184&ltemid=105. 
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Helping 
You Cruise 
in Comfort  

Since 1968  

 Heating      Galley  
   Electrical        Audio  
      Refrigeration/Service  

206-281-7570   fax 206-281-7511 
www.boatelectric.com 

2520 Westlake Ave. N 
Seattle, WA 98109 

Signals From the Editor 
Lt Don G. Decock, S  

Congratulations to the incoming Bridge Officers and the Sea Belles Bridge I look 

forward to an exciting year with all of you. I am sure Susan and I will be seeing 

you at the upcoming Dinner meetings and rendezvous. 

The Nifty Fifty participated in the Opening Day parade on 05 May in the novelty 

class. This yearôs theme was Musical Melodies. The Boat was decorated as  

American Bandstand, we even had Dick Clark at the podium. We took 2nd place  

Contact me for a form to fill out and keep track of your observations or if you have 

any questions. Email rwjacobson@earthlink.net or 360-527-1442    × 

P/L/C Robert Jacobson, AP  

Bellingham Sail and Power Squadron 

2115 Birch Circle 

Bellingham, WA 98229 

(Continued from page 19) 

in the competition, as you can imagine 

the ñGodfatherò aka Gus Decock was 

very excited that his boat won. My 

thanks to all the MBYC members that 

helped in decorating the boat.  

Since this is our ñ50thò year it would be 

interesting to have some photos from the 

early days to compare with today. 

Maybe some of you can dig through the 

archives and see what you have. 

The deadline for articles and photos for 

t he  S e p t e mb e r  B e l l v i e ws  i s                      

10 August 2007    × 




