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Coming Events 

08 Dec - Sea Belles Holiday Gala 

10 Dec - Advanced Grades and Elective Class Registration 

12 Dec - GPS Seminar at Boaters World 

19 Dec - On-Board Weather Seminar at Boaters World 

07 Jan - Seamanship and Navigation Classes Start 

Welcome our new Advertiser 

McAdams Builders 

See page 12 
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From the Commander 
Cdr J. Chris Brown, SN 

Being the Commander of BSPS is a big job. There are many 

details, and many meetings to attend and run, and a myriad of 

little problems that come up. I am not the only one to say this; 

I’ve talked with several current squadron commanders in D/16 

and also some of our Past Commanders. But, when all is said 

and done I have to say it is a pretty good gig. I must say it would 

be much harder if it wasn’t for the gracious support of many squadron members. 

In particular, I am thinking of an entire organization – the Sea Belles. Before I go 

on, congratulation is in order -- the Sea Belles won second in the Nation for annual 

growth – a whopping 23% last year. 

One thing that is surprising to me is that Bellevue is the only squadron in D/16 that 

has an auxiliary in these modern times. Years ago most squadrons in the nation 

had such an organization – but that was back in the “dark days” before women 

were allowed full membership. Then, starting in 1982 when women were allowed 

to join USPS, the auxiliaries started to dissolve and fade away. Today there are 

fewer than 30 auxiliaries in the nation. We are so fortunate to still have an        

auxiliary and an active one at that. And we have had for the past 50 Years – yes 

the Sea Belles are also celebrating their 50th year anniversary this year along with 

the squadron. 

There are many obvious signs of the Sea Belles support. They put on the      

Christmas Gala and the Crab Feed. They donate to the education department every 

year – the last few years donating the much needed projectors for our Education 

department. They put on the annual bake sale and this year a pie auction at the 

October dinner meeting. These activities are just part of what they do and they are 

fantastic as we can all enjoy them.  

But on a more serious side, I really have to wonder how I could function without 

the Sea Belles. The other benefits they give us can take many shapes and forms: 

answering the call when members are needed at a class registration or being there 

to support the BSPS hosted District 16 Education Conference a few years ago. 

They will be right there to work at the D/16 Education Seminar BSPS is hosting 

this coming February 16 (this before they were even asked). And what is so    

valuable to me personally is that I have the Sea Belles President, Willa Conrad, 

who is just a phone call away. It is a big help to be able to talk things over with 

Willa as we plan various events for the squadron. Just knowing I have someone to 

talk with about these “event type” things, and that we have someone who can   

coordinate such a group of dedicated volunteers. (Good thing too, my wife Bobbi 

always says I am not much of a party planner.) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Sea Belles Soundings 
President Willa Conrad, P 

 It is so much fun looking at the òoldó pictures. What fun 
times everyone had. 

 ò50ó years of memories. 

The Fall Conference on October 3, 1976 was held at Doc     

Maynard’s in Pioneer Square. A vintage fashion show was presented to the ladies 

at their lunch and a tour of the Underground was taken. The Christmas Party that 

year was held at Providence Heights. The Salmon Bake was held at Dockton in 

1977. From the pictures there were lots of activities. Ring toss, dingy races, find 

the money in the straw (for kids) plus lots of other games. 

At the Christmas Party in 1977, there is a picture of Santa and his elves, plus a lot 

of Cans & Nuns. Interesting group of ladies wearing red Corrugated cardboard 

Nuns plus pointed hats and black Cans with flat hats. Some of the ladies in the 

group were; Trudy Brown, Simone Decock, Sandy Bertelsen and yours truly. We 

had a lot of fun making these costumes and putting on the show.   

There is a picture of L D Brown with his Latchwork Rug donation at the auction in 

1984. L D did you make this? It looks beautiful. The design was Signal Flags and 

Anchors. I hope it went for a really big sum. 

At the Spring Conference in 1985 the Sea Belles put on a “fashion” show. Mimi 

Chinn modeled her “print” dress, hat and purse; this was made out of news paper. 

There was a “tissue” dress made from non other than tissue, a “Toast Mistress” 

dress made with you guessed it, toast. The perfect “tea” dress made from tea bags. 

and a very cute “Birthday” suit, made from birthday items. What a fun time they 

must have had. I wonder if Mimi still has her dress? Mimi’s was, I think, the most 

elaborately made outfit. 

Up Coming Events: 

I do hope everyone plans on attending the Holiday Gala; this is truly a great way 

to start the Holiday Season. Reservations must be in by 29 Nov. It will be a     

wonderful evening of food and dancing. Chef Bob has planned an elegant meal, so 

plan to attend.  

The Crab Feed is 26 January 2008 at the VFW hall on Mercer Island. Please get 

your reservations in early as we will fill the room to capacity and you won’t want 

to be left out. We will not be able to take reservations past the cut off, so do call in 

early. We will again have activities for the children, along with door prizes. The 

best decorated table will as usual get to go in line first for dinner. Watch the    

Bellviews for details.    × 

The next Sea Belles Board Meeting will be on     

15 January 2008 at the Lang’s House 
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Educational Officer 
Lt/C David Greene, SN 

Registration for Advanced Grade and Elective classes for 

Winter 2008 will be on Monday, 07 Dec 2008 (note new 

date) at Bellevue High School at 1900. Registrars can be 

found in the hall in the north wing (bring a compass if you don’t 

know the school layout). We intend to offer Seamanship,     

Engine Maintenance, Marine Electronics and Sail for the    

Winter 2008 courses. Teaching of these courses will be dependent upon adequate 

registrations (both by web and in person). Be sure to check the web site for last 

minute changes or cancellations: http://www.bellevuepowersquadron.org/

Education 

In the seminar arena, we currently are offering GPS, VHF, On-Board Weather 

Forecasting, and Radar seminars. Sail Trim and Rig Tuning, Boat Handling under 

Power have just been released and need instructors. Coming soon are Trailering, 

Anchoring, and Paddle Smart (3 new seminars).  

The 2007 Fall Council and Conference was held 10–11 November and was packed 

full of new ideas and guidance from National, the USCG and a result of the SEO 

breakout sessions. 

¶ Did you know that you can receive the National Publication “Compass” by 
 email? 

¶ The Education Dept at National will be urging all SEOs to teach more Public 

 Boating Courses as the numbers have slipped considerably. 

¶ Jim Roeber mentioned an Educational Fund (not the Century Fund), which 

 has funded many projects within USPS. Boat Owner Certification has 

 been given monies for startup, as well as other educational ventures. 

¶ VSC examiners may soon be given a free inflatable PFD from the USCG. 

¶ The Educational Seminar for 2008 will be 10 May in Everett (same day as 

 BSPS COW). 

¶ There is a possibility of marketing basic boating classes to schools, with the 

 impetus from the requirement for the Boater’s Card starting Jan 1, 2008. 

Co-op advertising needs to be submitted by November. Remember this program 

helps reimburse squadrons for their advertising. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Looking for a volunteer to write some Cruising Log articles 

Contact the editor if you are interested 
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Granted the squadron would go on without the Sea Belles, but I wonder at what 

price – both to the organization, the members, and to your Commander? What 

would we give up? I know for sure that my job as Commander, and the job of the 

entire squadron bridge, would be significantly harder with no Sea Belles. So, here’s 

to another 50 years Sea Belles – I am proud to be a member of your       organization 

too, as you all should be. My sincere thanks and kudos for a job very well done.    × 

(Continued from page 3) 

From the Commander 
Cdr J. Chris Brown, SN 

Educational Officer 
Lt/C David Greene, SN 

Congratulations to the following, who were presented Educational Proficiency 

Award certificates at the D-16 Fall Conference: 

 Dewey Lybecker 

 Jim Lidgus 

 Dan Kellogg 

 Bruce Laing 

SN plaques were presented to: 

 Sally Stuart 

 Dave Greene 

Ray Huggins’ plaque was presented at the November dinner meeting. Bill Badgley 

was presented the Chapman Award for top educator during the 2006-2007     

teaching year. Although Bill didn’t win at the District level, BSPS always rewards 

our nominee by placing his/her name on the plaque. 

Bellevue reluctantly gave up the Prince Henry the Navigator award, as our 3 new 

JNs and 3 new SNs were not enough to put us over the mark. The winning    

squadron’s formula was teaching the JN “beta” course to quite a few students.               
× 

(Continued from page 6) 

The Auction Chairperson job has been filled by Sherry   

Macklin who has been running it for the last several years. 

She is looking for an assistant to help out. Please contact 

Sherry if you would like to help. email:pemrose@comcast.net 
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Whoõs Who Updates 
Lt. Robert J. Miller, AP, Database Chair 

P lease make these updates to your printed copy of Whoôs Who 2006. send 

changes of mailing address, telephone numbers, email address, and boat   

information to bobmi@earthlink.net. The National database will be updated as 

well as the squadron’s mailing list. Remember, because of our non-profit         

mailing rate, BELLVIEWS  is not forward by the US Postal Service, so do send in 

your address changes and not miss a valuable copy. 

<< removed for privacy >>  × 

Welcome, New Members 
Lt Mike L. Heinrich, P, Membership Chair 

T he Bellevue Sail and Power Squadron welcomes the following new 

members. Please take some time to introduce yourself to them and help get 

our new friends firmly and actively integrated into the squadron. 

 

<< removed for privacy >>× 

 

Charts 

Cruising Guides 

Galley Outfitting 

Cabin Furnishings 

 
2110 Westlake Ave N. 
Seattle  WA  98109 

   

(206) 283-0858  
(800) 875-0852 

www.ArmchairSailorSeattle.com 

ARMCHAIR SAILOR 
Outfitting Northwest Boaters 

For Over 16 Years  
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From The Admin Officer 
Lt/C Dewey Lybecker, AP 

ñTug Boat Annieò Fact or Fiction? In the 1930’s the    

Saturday Evening Post published stories about a famed  

character named “Tugboat Annie”. These popular stories 

were the basis of Hollywood movies and a 1950s television 

series. The answer to this question is below. For now, let us 

get down to the business of the Administrative Department. 

“Outstanding, Simply Amazing and First Class” best describes the November  

dinner program given by Larry and Maxine Bailey about their fourteen year, 

93,000 nautical mile sailing odyssey circumventing the globe. Trudy Brown out 

did herself in booking this presentation and trust me she has lot’s more up her 

sleeve for 2008 that will be stunning and captivating! Stay tuned for further details 

in the January Bellviews edition. 

December’s activities include the Sea Belles Holiday Gala on Saturday, 08       

December. Reservations must be made by 28 November. A fabulous crowd 

pleaser for sure! Do not miss it. 

Save Wednesday, 02 January for the next regular dinner meeting. We will be  

starting our 50th year anniversary celebrations with a great program by Holland 

America Line outlining the 7 day Alaskan Cruise on the MS Oosterdam, which 

promises to be a creative blend of charm and modern amenities, affording all 

guests the comfort and convenience they expect on board a cruise liner set to sail 

on 17 May. Reservations are being accepted now for this special 50th anniversary 

occasion.  

Parting thoughts, “The Ocean is a body of water occupying about two-thirds of a 

world made for man - who has no gills.”  

Quote attributed to Ambrose Bierce    × 

ñTug Boat Annieò is Fact.  

Thea Foss was the real "Tugboat Annie”. Through her 

life and work, Thea Foss was an idealized pioneer for 

women in the first half of the twentieth century.  

In the summer of 1889, (the year Washington achieved 

statehood), Thea and her husband Andrew conducted 

business from their Tacoma waterfront porch by      

purchasing a $5 rowboat, painting it green with white 

and advertising her subsequent fleet of rowboats as  

Always Ready® for hire.  

From this humble beginning, the rowboat fleet         

expanded to become known as Foss Maritime, the   

largest fleet of tugboats on the West Coast. 
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50th Anniversary 
You should have received this postcard in the mail with 

the details and dates of the Celebrations 
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All Hands on Deck 
Our annual squadron Crab Feed presented by the Sea Belles for members and their 

guests is set for 26 January 2008. See the flyer on page 04. Let’s see more      

members participating in decorating your table top, the winner goes through the 

dinner line first. In the past Bellevue has put on a poor showing as we are getting 

out done by our friends at Seattle Sail and Power Squadron and the Canadians. For 

your decorating info the tables are 58” around with some tables rectangular 30” x 

96”. Anything goes on the table top so be creative. Save the Tux and Tails for May 

because this is a casual Saturday night out with crab and brew, but at the same 

time it is very much a family event. Back by popular demand Thomas and Com-

pany will be providing the music. Seating is limited and is on a first come basis so 

if you would like to join in on the fun, in a very social atmosphere. See the flyer 

for information on attending. For event questions contact Diane Heinrich at mike-

heinrich@aol.com or 425-885-1127. For information on joining the Sea Belles 

auxiliary contact Laurel Redecker at laureljo@msn.com    × 

Crab Feed Table top decoration form 2006 

Seattle Boat Show 

24 January - 02 February  

Qwest Field Event Center 
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Advanced Grades and Elective Courses 

Descriptions 

USPS members are given the opportunity to further their safe boating education 

through completion of advanced grades and elective courses. The advanced grades 

are a series of navigational courses which must be taken in sequence. The elective 

courses are a wide selection of courses that cover other topics then navigation.  

Advanced Grades 

 Seamanship: This course builds on the basics taught in the Basic    

 Boating class; responsibilities of the skipper, boat care, operating a 

 boat under normal conditions and common courtesy on the water. 

 Piloting:  Is the first part of a two-part program in inland and coastal 

 navigation. Focus is on the fundamentals of basic piloting keeping track 

 of where you are on the water, determining where you are on the water 

 at any given moment. 

 Advanced Piloting: Is the second part with more emphasis on coastal 

 navigation. AP also introduces the effects of tides and currents on our 

 piloting. Both courses cover various modern electronic navigation      

 systems for positioning and course planning. 

 Junior Navigation:  Is the first of a two-part program in offshore      

 navigation. It is designed as a practical “how to” course for basic     

 celestial navigation. 

 Navigation: Is the second part in offshore navigation with further   

 development on celestial navigation. Of particular interest and         

 importance is developing a skill using minimal data and or equipment. 

Elective Courses 

 Cruise Planning: Focuses on preparation for a cruise whether the 

 cruise is for a day, a week or a month. Beginners or seasoned boaters 

 can benefit from this course. 

 Engine Maintenance: Covers the general operating principles, 

 maintenance and repair of gasoline and diesel engines. 

 Instructor Development: Teaches practical skills and methods for  

 preparing for both classroom and meeting presentations are the        

 objectives of this unique course. 

 Marine Electronics: Essential knowledge about your boat’s electrical 

 and electronic systems is studied in this course. 

 Sail: This course provides a thorough study of the terminology of   

 sailing and the dynamics of sailing. 

 Weather: How to read a weather map, the sky and understand and   

 anticipate weather developments for more pleasurable boating. 
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Classified Ads 

BELLVIEWS  Classified Ad Policy 

Free to Bellevue Sail and Power Squadron members, ads may appear for two 

consecutive months and are restricted to non-commercial boating and boating-

related items. Ads may be edited for length. Deadline for submissions is the first 

Wednesday of the month. Ads must be delivered to the editor by mail or email. 

Complete Yacht Service & Repair  

 Haul Outs Electrical 
 Outfitting Refinishing 
 Fiberglass Remodeling 

 

New and enlarged location next to the Locks 
5350 30th Ave. NW Å Seattle, WA Å 98107 

 Ph: 206-782-2391          Fx: 206-782-1687 
 info@seattleyacht.com  www.seattleyacht.com 

Yacht Service, Inc.  

 

Upcoming Norvan Events 

06 - February Wine and Cheese Party  

16 - April AGM Hollyburn Sailing Club  

24 - May Change of Watch and 50th Anniversary Celebration 
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RBAW NEWS 
P/C BJ Ursin, JN 

 

 

Mandatory Boater Education Card 

To date State Parks has issued over 8000 Boater Education Cards. Donôt forget: 

All boaters 20 years and younger will be required to have a boater’s education 

card with them when operating a motor driven vessel (sail boat, power boat, jet 

ski) propelled by a motor of 15 horsepower or greater starting 01 January 2008. 

Enhanced Washington State Drivers License 

Washington State is studying issuing an enhanced automobile drivers license that 

will be used in lieu of a passport. It is a national pilot program, and the plan is to 

extend the license to include boaters crossing the border. RBAW has a delegate at 

the State Department of Licensing, and we’ll keep all Washington boaters        

informed of progress. 

Boat Blue Coalition and NMMA - (US) H.R. 2550 & S. 2067 

RBAW is continuing to work with the National Boating Federation (NBF) and the 

Boat Blue Coalition to support these two bills which would exempt recreational 

boats from commercial boat requirements requiring discharge permits for any  

water discharges from their boats such as bilge water, deck runoffs, cooling water, 

gray water, and others. 

2008 Legislative Session 

RBAW has been meeting with Washington State officials in Olympia to           

consider options for new legislation for the upcoming Legislative session that 

starts in January. This legislation would include increasing the funding to the 

Boater Activity Account by diverting more of our boater excise tax in that         

direction. 

Happy and Safe Holidays from RBAW 

The RBAW extends to all readers and boaters a happy and safe Holiday Season.   
× 

Happy Holidays 
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Helping 
You Cruise 
in Comfort  

Since 1968  

 Heating      Galley  
   Electrical        Audio  
      Refrigeration/Service  

206-281-7570   fax 206-281-7511 
www.boatelectric.com 

2520 Westlake Ave. N 
Seattle, WA 98109 

 

 717 N.E. Northlake Way 206-547-2477 

 Seattle, WA  98105 Fax: 206-547-2180 

 ̧ Ford Lehman  ̧ Crusader 

 ̧ Cummins  ̧ Hino 

 ̧ Westerbeke  ̧ Yanmar 

 ̧ Universal  ̧ Marine Power 

On Seattleôs Lake Union 
Since 1983 

We offer: 
 ̧Complete engine room service, gas or diesel engines 

 ̧Haul-out, shaft and prop repair 
 ̧Our dock or yours 

 ̧Parts Monday to Friday 8am-5pm 
 ̧Repower or rebuild 

CUSTOM DESIGNED MARINE 
CANVAS & UPHOLSTERY 

360-466-3295 

L & T Canvas 
& Upholstery  
DOCK ON PREMISES 

601-C Dunlap 
La Conner  
Marina 

Remember to support our advertisers this        

Holiday Season 
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Signals From the Editor 
Lt Don G. Decock, S  

This is the last Bellviews of 2007 like usual the year has come and gone just like 

summer. We have the holidays coming up and one of the best events the Sea 

Belles Holiday party, Susan and I hope to see you all there.  

Check out the Advanced Grades and Elective Course descriptions on page 15, 

Dave and I thought it would be helpful for you to see the descriptions of the 

courses available to you as a Bellevue Sail and Power Squadron member. For 

some of the seasoned members there are some new courses available. For the new 

members it will give you a quick over view of the available courses. As members 

you should be taking advantage of these courses.  

Thank you to all who have contributed to the Bellviews without your contributions 

the Bellviews would not be the publication that it is. I am looking forward to your 

contributions in 2008.  

Happy Holidays and 2008 should be a spectacular year for 50th anniversary of the 

Bellevue Sail and Power Squadron. 2008 is also the 50th anniversary for NorVan 

Squadron are friends to the north. 

The deadline for articles and photos for the January Bellviews is 04 December 

2007    × 

Heading East in Spieden Channel, San Juan Islands  
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